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The Arbaeen Walk and the Making of a New Islamic
Civilization

Masoud Farahmand'

Civilization is a social concept that is related to the progress of human life (after the
transition from the initial stages and reaching a period of progress and evolution).
Civilization is the sum of all material and spiritual needs for human life, for which
various characteristics have been expressed, such as social order, moral codes of
behavior, and laws. Civilization can be considered the material dimension of culture; it
is the visible aspect of culture above all else. In order to keep alive a culture, its sacred
symbolism should be reinvigorated and expanded. The New Islamic Civilization also
strives for the centrality of Quranic laws, collective wisdom, and development of
international relations. The Arbacen Walk provides an opportunity for the betterment of
international relations and also for uniting not only the Islamic community but all the
truth-seeking people in the world. The Arbacen Walk is that sacred symbol for unity that
should be kept alive. This coming together of millions of people from different
backgrounds shows the dynamicity of the New Islamic Civilization in the best way.
Moreover, one of the most important outcomes of the Arbacen Walk is creating hope for
the establishment of the global governance of Imam al-Mahdi, the last Imam in Twelver
Shi’a. In Arbaeen, that ideal society is realized in a small way and this is the most
important civilizational achievement of Arbaeen.

Keywords: Arbaecen Walk, New Islamic Civilization, Culture, Sacred Symbolism
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ARBAEEN AND LIVED EXPERIENCES

Marquez Lizbeth'

The Mexican woman arrived in Arbaeen.From the airport in Iran I was surprised by
the kindness of the people, there was a very nice exhibition about arbacen, a stand
with photographs of General Suleimani and they gave us snacks and everything for
free, I arrived in Najaf and there began another experience.

I could see with my own eyes the generosity of all people, regardless of race,
economic status or nationality was very impressive, but I felt as if [ was at home as if
in another life I had never felt like a foreigner.

My Mexican flag was confused with the Iranian flag, but curious people asked me
if I was Iranian and I answered it is not Mexico and there were very impressed people
referring to Mexico. During the walk there were people reciting poems, chants,
ziyarat, Quran. I have never cried so much even for my family, but with the story of
the Imam and especially in Muharram it is something that is not explained right now
writing this tears come out without any effort this is not easy to explain you just have
to feel and live. Tears and fervor is what I saw from different groups of visitors.

I felt alone in Mexico a country where there is no such tradition where most are
not practitioners of this rite and when I was in Arbaeen I felt the most satisfied
Muslim, accompanied as when you

look at a family....

Keywords: Mexican woman, arbaecen, Muharram, Muslim
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Arbaeen March as Media
Zahra Ali Syed'

Arbaeen March, one of the biggest human gatherings, takes place in Iraq every year.
Local communities begin their March from different cities, and are joined by millions
of foreign pilgrims. Together they converge at the city of Karbala to pay homage to
Imam Hussain (a), the revolutionary leader from the 7th century (Britannica, 2022).
The Arbacen March has an unparalleled cultural significance for Muslims as a
powerful symbol of resistance against oppression, especially for the Shia community
that has been under persecution in Iraq for decades, and was not allowed to publicly
commemorate Arbaeen for decades.

The year 2012 witnessed libration of the local communities after the three-decade-
long repressive dictatorship followed by the US military invasion. In the same year,
the Arbaeen March was revived with global participation that increased significantly
in the following years. The digital population of Iraq grew parallel, and the new
digital age of social media platforms users followed. The percentage of internet users
increased from 5% of the total population in 2011 to 16.8% in 2015 (World bank). In
2014, 17 million (BBC, 2014) or 22 million participants joined the Arbaen March, out
of which 4 million were foreign visitors (Imam Hussain Media, 2014).

In this essay, I will begin with a brief overview of the evolution of the digital age
in Iraq and the media representation of its people. I will then examine why the
transition of social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat gained
popularity during the Arbaeen March in the context of Horkheimer, Giddens, and
Agne’s theories of "globalization", and "self-determining communities". In the end, I
will explore how new media is adapted in the context of Jenkins, Shirkey, and
Silvertone’s work related to mediation and citizenjournalism.
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Arbaeen: Arts and Literature
Amber Fatima Abidi'

Every nation has some forms of religious belief and religious belief is independent.
Ways of life and spiritual practices of people all over the world are the basis of
religious belief. So faith is a part of human identity.

This means that religion or belief will constitute one of the pillars of the national
culture of any nation, and Art and Literature are the basic constituents of any culture.
Still, all over most of history, the vast majority of art has been based on religious
themes and aegis. The tragic events leading to the battle of Karbala and the noble
sacrifices of Imam Hussain (a.s) and his devoted companions have been preserved and
spread through a manifold of artistic and literary mediums for over 1400

years. Observations show that Art and Literature in many of their forms have
largely been blended by these ingredients. The spirit of religious art intertwines with
the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (AS) as it sublimely encapsulates the quintessence of
the tragedy .In this respect, Arbaeen-e-Imam Hussain (a.s) has been recognised
globally as an international event all across the world. Today our world is
overwhelmed with Arbaeen-e-Hussainy and its various social aspects. For this
instance, Arbaeen not only provides a great opportunity to reveal the enthusiasm and
power of art and literature surrounding the events of Karbala but also continues to
resonate and inspire people around the world, forging a timeless connection between
believers and the legacy of Imam Hussain(AS). In this paper, an attempt is made to
relate different genres of art and literature to express the significance of Arbaeen.
Keywords:Arbaeen, Karbala, Art, Literature
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“Constructing Global Identity: An Exploration of
Arbaeen's Role in a Globalized World”

Humera Ambareen '

This research examines the significant influence of the Arbaeen pilgrimage and the
associated recitation of Ziarat-e-Arbaeen (Oath in Ziarat) on forming a worldwide
identity. This research adopts the theoretical framework of social constructivism to
examine the multifaceted nature of Arbacen, an event of global magnitude
characterized by its peaceful nature. The study investigates how Arbaeen transcends
beyond its religious connotations, fostering a profound collective encounter that
forges connections among individuals hailing from various cultural and societal
backgrounds. This study examines how the Arbaeen walk contributes to forming a
unified global identity within an interconnected global landscape, by exploring
significant topics such as unity, social justice advocacy, resistance against extremism,
empowerment, and the encouragement of global citizenship.

Keywords: Arbacen Walk, Arbaeen Oath, Social Constructivism, Identity,
Resistance, extremism
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Arbaeen, the lived experience
Zainab Taylor’

Arbaeen, a significant religious event observed by millions of Shia Muslims, holds deep
spiritual and emotional significance. It marks the culmination of the forty-day mourning
period following the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, the grandson of Prophet Muhammad,
during the Battle of Karbala in 680 AD. Arbaeen is observed annually on the 40th day of
Imam Hussein's martyrdom, attracting one of the largest religious gatherings in the world.

The lived experience of Arbaeen is characterized by a profound sense of devotion,
mourning, and spiritual connection. Pilgrims embark on a long and arduous journey to
reach the holy city of Karbala in Iraq, where Imam Hussein's shrine is located.
Regardless of nationality, language, or social status, pilgrims come together as a
united community, driven by their love and respect for Imam Hussein.

The journey to Karbala is often undertaken on foot, symbolizing the sacrifices
made by Imam Hussein and his companions. Pilgrims walk for days, enduring
physical hardship and extreme weather conditions, demonstrating their commitment to
commemorating the martyrdom and upholding the ideals of justice, truth, and
resistance against oppression. During Arbaeen, the atmosphere in Karbala is vibrant
and emotionally charged. Pilgrims engage in collective rituals, including reciting
prayers, mourning processions, and reenactments of the Battle of Karbala.

The air resonates with lamentations and eulogies, expressing grief and
remembrance for Imam Hussein's suffering. The spiritual aspects of Arbaeen are
deeply rooted in the principles of selflessness, sacrifice, and spiritual introspection.
Pilgrims reflect on the lessons learned from Imam Hussein's stand against injustice
and tyranny, seeking personal transformation and spiritual growth.

The pilgrimage serves as a reminder of the timeless values of compassion, empathy,
and social justice, inspiring individuals to embody these virtues in their everyday lives.
Arbaeen is also a time of immense hospitality, as local communities open their homes and
establishments to pilgrims, providing them with food, water, and shelter.

This act of selflessness reflects the spirit of Imam Hussein, who sacrificed everything
for the sake of truth and justice. The sense of unity and camaraderie among pilgrims and
the local population fosters a strong bond and reinforces the notion of a global community
of believers. In conclusion, Arbaeen represents a unique lived experience that combines
physical endurance, emotional devotion, and spiritual introspection. It serves as a powerful
reminder of the timeless values of justice, sacrifice, and compassion, inspiring individuals
to strive for a more just and equitable world.

The collective pilgrimage to Karbala creates a sense of unity and community,
transcending national, cultural, and linguistic boundaries, and reinforcing the spiritual
significance of Imam Hussein's sacrifice.
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A reading on the epic poems of Hazrat Abbas (pbuh) on
the day of Ashura from the perspective of analyzing the
critical discourse of Farklaf

Ezzat Molla Ebrahimi’

Fatemeh Sadat Hosseini’

Linguistics in the 20th century has played an effective role in the new approaches of
literary criticism. As a result, it has caused the growth of scientism in the field of text
analysis and finally the emergence of new schools in stylistics, including discourse
analysis. One of the most famous theories of critical discourse analysis is Norman
Fairclough's theory. This theory examines the situational context and intertextual
context of texts with a deep look that goes beyond the formulation of the text and
expresses its impact on the institutions of society and the background knowledge of
the audience and their relationship with the ruling power and ideology. In this article,
the authors are trying to analyze the epic poems of Hazrat Abbas (PBUH) on the day
of Ashura using the descriptive-analytical method and based on Farklough's critical
discourse analysis theory. The results of the research show that the use of verbal styles
and rhetorical elements in these poems is appropriate to the needs of the audience and
in the service of inducing the author's intended meanings. The verses of the Quran
have a visible effect on these verses, and the singer's belief in the intellectual system
of the Shia Imamate clearly shows itself in these epic poems. The ruling ideology of
the Rajas is in conflict with the ruling ideology of the majority of the society at that
time. What, these poems seek to convince the audience that sovereignty is a divine
right, the position of its establishment must be legitimate and in the House of
Imamate, and one of the consequences of this legitimacy is striving in the way of God
and creating epics.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, Norman Fairclough, epic, Hazrat Abbas
(pbuh), Ashura.
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